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According to a recent account by the Miami Herald and confirmed on May 18 by contra leaders,
when the contra directorate met in Miami on May 14, internal disagreements were exacerbated
by the intervention of a CIA agent. Two of the five members of the directorate, Alfredo Cesar and
Aristides Sanchez, support the contra military chief Enrique Bermudez. The other faction, led by
Adolfo Calero, consists of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro and Azucena Ferrey. On May 14 the following
incident took place: When the directorate met to discuss the Bermudez issue, a CIA agent they know
as Jorge addressed them by speaker phone. Commenting on a proposal by Chamorro to replace
the contra commander, the agent called Chamorro "stupid" and "an imbecile." Calero confirmed
the incident to the Times, saying: "It was something incredible. The call lasted maybe four minutes,
but it seemed like eternity. Pedro Joaquin said nothing, but I told this guy that I rejected this gross
language and those insults." Chamorro's proposal was later voted down. (Basic data from New York
Times, 05/19/88)
-- End --
